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CMA Debuts its Carnevale Series on June 18 with Soulful South 


African Vocalist, Vusi Mahlasela 
“Blessed with a spectacular tenor, a voice so hauntingly expressive and so rhythmically agile.” — 
The Washington Post 


CLEVELAND (May 31, 2004) — Known simply as “The Voice” to South Africans, Vusi Mahlasela, will make 
his Ohio debut at the Cleveland Museum of Art’s Gartner Auditorium on, Friday, June 18, at 7:30 p.m. This 
concert is the opening performance of the 2004 Carnevale World Music and Dance Series. 

Tickets are available for $24 and $22, CMA members $21 and $19, by calling (216) 421-7350 or 
1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

Mahlasela is an accomplished guitarist, percussionist, composer, arranger, bandleader, and performer 
whose music addresses themes of political and social significance. His message is one of peace and promotes 
reconciliation in post—Apartheid South Africa. Native South African Dave Matthews, one of Mahlasela’s most 
ardent supporters, compares him to American musical revolutionaries of great significance, “He was a voice during 
the revolution, a voice of hope, sort of like a Woody Guthrie or Bob Dylan of South Africa,” says Matthews. So 
impressed by Mahlasela, Matthews invited him to contribute guest vocals on the title track of the Dave Matthews 
Band’s multi-platinum album, Everyday. 

Born in 1965, Mahlasela grew up in Mamelodi, a cradle of creativity in South Africa that has produced a 
number of noted poets, writers, artists and musicians. At a young age he began to teach himself to play on a 
homemade guitar made of tin cans and fishing line. Mahlasela soon discovered that he had a flair for composition 
and began to write his own music and lyrics, becoming a seasoned performer by age 17. 

He released his first record, When You Come Back, in 1991. Since then, the recording has become a South 
African classic, evidenced by the invitation extended to him to perform at the inauguration of South Africa’s 
president, Nelson Mandela, in 1994. Soon after the most important performance of his life, Mahlasela released his 
second album, Wisdom of Forgiveness. He has also been nominated for a Best Male Vocalist award at the FNB 
SAMAs (South African Music Awards), achieved gold-certified status for his 1997 double SAMA winning release 
Silang Mabele and appeared in a critically acclaimed film, “Amandla! A Revolution in Four-Part Harmony,” which 


garnered two awards at the 2002 Sundance Film Festival. 


(more) 
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The next performance in the Carnevale series will feature Wynton Marsalis on Monday, June 28 at 7 
p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. This concert is SOLD OUT. 

Promotional support is provided by WCPN 90.3 FM and The Free Times. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum 1s a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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